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 1 hour 2 days, 3rd time online

 7 keynoters & 10 innovators pitch

 385 participants in total

 355 audience from Japan, US, etc.

 25 panelists and organizers

Executive Summary of 17.0

 1.0 – 14.0

 Held physically in 
Seattle during 2016 –
2019 as 3 days 
business matchmaking 
event

 Cumulative total over 
300 Japanese 
executives from 100 
corps attended

 15.0 -16.0

 Held virtually during 
2020 – 2021 with total 
600+ audience

 7 startups and 3 
large/medium IT opened 
offices or obtained 
distributors in Tokyo 
and Kobe so far

History & Track Records

Overview
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Day 1 
Keynoters

Overview

Day 1 
Innovators

Day 2 
Keynoters

Day 2 
Innovators

Steven Maheshwary
Director of Economic Development for the ICT Sector, 

Washington State Department of Commerce

Blake Ilstrup, Ashley Walter, Betsy Popken, Hiroki Sugita,  

Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe

Jim Reed, Senior Managing Partner, SWAN Venture Group 

Richard Samuelson, Managing Partner, SWAN Venture Group

Hisao Inagaki
Consul General

Takanari Yamashita
Chief Executive Director, JETRO San Francisco

Susumu Saito
Executive Director, Osaka Business Development Agency

Executive Summary of 17.0

3Junko Kobayashi
Executive Director, Hyogo Business & Cultural Center



Tetsuro Eto, Organizer
Day 1
Opening

Eto published a book
“AI Gamechanger –
Seattle as next SV” Track records of 

this meetup series
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Washington State 
Department of Commerce

Day 1
Keynoter

Steven Maheshwary
Director of Economic Development 

for the Information & 

Communication Technology Sector, 

Washington State Department of 

Commerce

http://choosewashingtonstate.com/

about-us/meet-our-team/
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Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe

Blake Ilstrup

Partner, Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe (Seattle)

https://www.orrick.com/en/People/2/3/8/Blake-Ilstrup

Day 1
Keynoter

Hiroki Sugita

Partner, Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe (Tokyo)

https://www.orrick.com/en/People/5/B/7/Hiroki-Sugita
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Orrick, Herrington & SutcliffeDay 1
Keynoter
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Ashley Walter

Partner, Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe (Seattle)

https://www.orrick.com/People/8/8/B/Ashley%20Walter

Betsy Popken
Sustainability & Human Rights Counsel, 

Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe (San Francisco)

https://www.orrick.com/en/People/E/0/E/Betsy-Popken



SWAN Venture Group 

Jim Reed
Senior Managing Partner, SWAN Venture Group

https://swanvg.com/about/

Day 1
Keynoter
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Richard Samuelson       
Managing Partner, SWAN Venture Group

https://swanvg.com/about/



SWAN Venture Group Presents
Innovators Pitch Session List Part I

Day 1
Innovators
from WA
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BattGenie https://battgenie.life/

Manan Pathak CEO

Day 1
Innovators
from WA
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Kirio https://www.mykirio.com/

Franck Rougier CEO

Day 1
Innovators
from WA
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Alpha Ledger https://www.alphaledger.com/

Manish Dutta Co-Founder and CEO

Day 1
Innovators
from WA
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Remmie Health https://remmiehealth.com/

Jane Zhang CEO & Co-Founder

Day 1
Innovators
from WA
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LumiThera https://www.lumithera.com/

Clark Tedford President & CEO

Day 1
Innovators
from WA
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Consulate General of Japan in Seattle
Day 2
Keynoter

Hisao Inagaki

Consul General

https://www.seattle.us.emb-

japan.go.jp/itpr_ja/00_000283.html
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Thank you so much for the introduction Mr. Eto. Good morning and good evening everyone,
and welcome to the Japan Seattle AI Innovation Online Meetup 17.0. This is the third time for
me to join this series of meetups and while we have only been able to meet online during the
pandemic. We are getting used to a format that has freed us to a degree from the constraints of
time and geography.

I would like to give a special thank you to Steven Maheshwary, the Governor’s Sector Lead for
Information and Communication Technology. Julie Monahan with the Department of
Commerce, and Tetsuro Eto for the unwavering partnership even in these challenging times.



Consulate General of Japan in Seattle
Day 2
Keynoter
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In Japan, the administration of Prime Minister Suga is actively promoting a digital transformation of

society as one of its policy priorities. The centerpiece of this effort is the launch of the Digital Agency,

which will serve as a robust control tower that will lead the deployment of digital platforms suitable for

providing people with public services they need. I expect that the Digital Agency which will be lunched

in September after new laws, a budget, and the selection if staff are complete, will promote public

investment in the digital field in Japan and enrich our lives.

Last Month, Prime Minister Suga and President Biden met in Washington D.C. for a summit where

among the topics the two leaders pledged to increase cooperation in technology by their countries,

including through joint investment in R&D for 5G and next generation mobile networks 6G. Efforts

like these are meaningful for enhancing the global economic competitiveness of both countries in the

digital field.

In addition to national agreements, the business to business exchange that is happening between both

countries plays an essential part in building a strong and lasting economic partnership by Japan and

the U.S.

These AI meetups are a highly effective program for creating such exchanges. And I am confident that

successful interactions among the participants here today will lead to fruitful relations across the

Pacific.

Vaccinations are underway in both US ad Japan. And thanks to efforts by many concerned people in

the U.S., I was also able to receive my shot. We need to expand vaccinations to as many people as

possible. And as soon as possible to end this pandemic soon. And I am looking forward to welcoming

you to the next in-person AI Meetup in the near future. Finally, please stay safe and healthy. And I

wish you all much success. Thank you!



Japan External Trade Organization

Takanari Yamashita

Chief Executive Director,

JETRO San Francisco

https://www.jetro.go.jp/en.html

Day 2
Keynoter
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Osaka Business Development Agency

Susumu Saito

Executive Director, 

Osaka Business Development Agency

https://www.obda.or.jp/en/about-us.html

Day 2
Keynoter
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Hyogo Business & Cultural Center

Junko Kobayashi

Executive Director,

Hyogo Business & Cultural Center

https://www.hyogobcc.org/eng/

Day 2
Keynoter
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SWAN Venture Group Presents
Innovators Pitch Session List Part II

Day 2
Innovators
from WA
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Joule Case https://joulecase.com/

James Wagoner CEO

Day 2
Innovators
from WA
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Pictory https://pictory.ai/index.html

Vikram Chalana CEO

Day 2
Innovators
from WA
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Groopit https://groopit.co/

Tammy Savage CEO and Co-Founder 

Day 2
Innovators
from WA
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iGuard https://iguardfire.com/

Ken Deering CEO

Day 2
Innovators
from WA
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Klatu Networks https://www.klatunetworks.com/

Rick Kriss President

Day 2
Innovators
from WA
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Special Thanks to Co-organizers
Co-
Organizers

Julie Monahan
ICT Development Manager

Washington State Department of Commerce

Amabel Yeung
Client Relations

Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe (San Francisco)

Hiroshi Matsui
Partner, SWAN Venture Group

26

Oliver Zerrudo
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe (San Francisco)


